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Township roads utilized may need to be upgraded. Knife River will work with Oak Lawn Township to
determine requirements.

Final restoration of the site will return the land to agricultural production.

Mining will commence once necessary permitting has been completed. It is estimated that approximately
20 construction seasons of material, approximately one million tons, are available in the mine. Activities
at the site will likely continue for an additional two years to accommodate stockpile inventory depletion
and restoration.

c. Project magnitude:

Total Project Acreage 9
Linear project length 0
Number and type of residential units 0
0
0
0

Commercial building area (in square feet)
Industrial building area (in square feet)

Institutional building area (in square feet)
Other uses — (in square feet) NA
Structure height(s) NA

d. Explain the project purpose; if the project will be carried out by a governmental unit, explain the
need for the project and identify its beneficiaries.

This project will provide aggregate materials for use in local construction projects both public and private.
Aggregate materials will be used in production of ready-mix concrete at other proposer locations,
materials for various road or building projects both public and private. Aggregate products will be utilized
by Knife River operations and other third-party contractors.

e. Are future stages of this development including development on any other property planned or
likely to happen? 71 Yes [XI No
If yes, briefly describe future stages, relationship to present project, timeline and plans for
environmental review.

f. Is this project a subsequent stage of an earlier project? O Yes XI No
If yes, briefly describe the past development, timeline and any past environmental review.

7. Cover types: Estimate the acreage of the site with each of the following cover types before and after

development:

Before | After Before | After
Wetlands 2.98 | 2.984 | Lawn/landscaping 0 0
Deep 0 0 | Impervious 0 0
water/streams surface
Wooded/forest 10 0 Stormwater Pond 0 0
Brush/Grassland 45.9 5 Other (describe)
Cropland 32 82.9

TOTAL 90.88 90.88
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8. Permits and approvals required: List all known local, state and federal permits, approvals,
certifications and financial assistance for the project. Include modifications of any existing permits,
governmental review of plans and all direct and indirect forms of public financial assistance including
bond guarantees, Tax Increment Financing and infrastructure. All of these final decisions are
prohibited until all appropriate environmental review has been completed. See Minnesota Rules,
Chapter 4410.3100.

Unit of government Type of application Status
Crow Wing County Conditional Use G4 Gravel Extraction Permit Application Made
MPCA (Attachment 2) Storm Water National Pollutant Discharge Existing

Elimination System (NPDES) and State Disposal
System (SDS) Permit MNG490003

MPCA (Attachment 3) Nonmetallic Mineral Processing Air Emission Existing

General Permit No. 0900035-001
Crow Wing County WCA Joint Application, No Loss Approved with conditions
MN Department of Water Appropriations Future application

Natural Resources

Cumulative potential effects may be considered and addressed in response to individual EAW Item
Nos. 9-18, or the RGU can address all cumulative potential effects in response to EAW Item No. 19.
If addressing cumulative effect under individual items, make sure to include information requested
in EAW Item No. 19

9. Land use:
a. Describe:
i.  Existing land use of the site as well as areas adjacent to and near the site, including parks,
trails, prime or unique farmlands.

Land use at the site includes agricultural crop production and wooded areas that have recently been clear
cut. There are eight delineated wetlands on the property and only one falls within the mining area. The
adjacent land uses are agricultural crop production, wetlands, and wooded areas. The site is surrounded
by wooded and brushland areas. The Burlington Northern railroad is adjacent to the northwest boundary.
The Brainerd Lakes Regional Airport lies 2 miles west of the site.

Wolf Lake cross country skiing trail is located 1.25-mile northeast. The Great River snowmobile trail
follows County Road 25 NE, 0.5-mile west of the site.

There are 16 parcels with residences within 100 feet of the mining boundary. A Residential Receptor
map is included as Attachment 4.

There is no prime farmland in the proposed mining area. There are 31.8 acres of farmland of statewide
importance within the mining area.

ii.  Plans. Describe planned land use as identified in comprehensive plan (if available) and any
other applicable plan for land use, water, or resources management by a local, regional,
state, or federal agency.

Crow Wing County’s Comprehensive Plan recognizes the importance of extractive uses as it states in the
Economic Development section on page 28:
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Crow Wing County has historically had a resource-based economy dependent on tourism,
agriculture, forestry, extraction and manufacturing.

The Introduction of the Plan also states on page7:

Crow Wing County will continue to experience rapid population growth and high demand for land
containing or abutting natural and scenic amenities.

Such growth relies on sufficient sources of construction sand and gravel. Construction sand and gravel
are the building blocks that support thriving local communities and sustain the existing infrastructure.

The Crow Wing County Zoning Map shows the proposed mining area to be in the Rural Residential-10
zoning district. The Oak Lawn Township Comprehensive Plan written in 2008 shows the site land
planned for agricultural use. Maps showing land use surrounding the site and Oak Lawn Township are
included as Attachment 5.

iii.  Zoning, including special districts or overlays such as shoreland, floodplain, wild and
scenic rivers, critical area, agricultural preserves, etc.

The site is in the Rural Residential-10 zoning district.
Article 14.1 C. of the Ordinance states:

Rural Residential-5, 10, and 20 (RR-5, RR-10, RR-20). The purpose of these districts is to
promote low-density development in those portions of the County outside the shoreland district
and beyond areas of anticipated municipal growth where decreased development densities are
most suitable. The primary uses within these districts are single family residential with larger lot
sizes to protect agricultural areas or critical habitats or preserve the rural character of an area.

Additionally, part D states:

The Rural Residential District is created to implement the following policy and strategy of the
Crow Wing County Comprehensive Plan: 1. Housing and Residential Development Policy,
Strategy 2. Update the existing residential ordinances and subdivision regulations to reflect
current growth conditions and development trends and property owner’s needs.

Accordingly, Land Use Table E. Commercial and Industrial Uses in Article 10 of the Ordinance, allows
“Extractive use, mining, gravel pit, aggregate” Rural Residential 2.5, 5, 10, and 20 districts.

b. Discuss the project’s compatibility with nearby land uses, zoning, and plans listed in Item 9a
above, concentrating on implications for environmental effects.

The project lies within the Crow Wing County Rural Residential-10 district. Per Crow Wing County Zoning
Ordinance, extractive use (mining) is allowed as a conditional use. The project must be evaluated by the
following criteria in Section 29.5 A. of the Ordinance.

1. The ability of roads to handle extractive related traffic.
Air quality, dust and noise control measures and ability to limit impact upon any adjacent
residential properties according to MPCA Standards.

3. Groundwater protection.
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Property controlling access.

Control of erosion and sedimentation.

Impact within watershed.

In harmony with the Crow Wing County Comprehensive Plan, using Township Comprehensive
Plans as advisory documents.

8. Compatibility with adjacent and surrounding land use, zoning patterns and patterns of
development.

Nook

Dust creation and noise are typical incompatibility issues with nonmetallic mineral mining. The project
compatibility with the criteria is discussed in the subsequent sections of the EAW.

The Oak Lawn Township Com
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